
Ok, I shut up and did sort of an
analysis of where we lost the most
Green registrants in the state, for
whatever it's worth.

I entered the percentage Green in each
county from the SOS's report of Feb. 2004,
the same from Oct. 2006, and found the
percentage change in the percentage.

If anyone wants the raw data, I can
send it.

Right off, I decided to ignore any county
with less than 70,000 registrants in
the last report, since percentages don't
mean anything when we're looking at
very small numbers such as only
the Greens in those small counties.

Breaking them into somewhat arbitrary
groups according to the percentage lost
out of the percentage Green during this
period:

(A) Held steady or gained in their percentage
registered Green:

Kern
Shasta
Stanislaus
Tulare

(B) Lost very small amounts, relative to
the state overall (between 2.9 and 4.8% of
their percentages):

El Dorado
Merced
San Bernardino

(C) Lost moderate amounts (between 6.8 and
13.2% of their percentage)

Contra Costa
Fresno
Los Angeles
Monterey
Orange
Placer
Riverside
Sacramento
San Francisco
San Joaquin
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San Mateo
Santa Clara
Sonoma

(D) Big losers (between 14.3 and 28.2%)

Alameda
Butte
Humboldt
Marin
San Diego
San L. Obispo
Santa Barbara
Santa Cruz
Solano
Ventura
Yolo

Looking at the 11 counties in group (D), a
few things hit me over the head right away:

(1) The geographic cluster of Ventura, Santa
Barbara, SLO, and Santa Cruz

(2) All except Solano, Ventura, and San Diego
had Green percentages far above the state
overall. To some degree, we lost the most in
places where we had the most to lose.  This
might mean that earlier registration drives
in those areas were a little "over-successful"
in that they registered sizeable numbers who
were softer in their party loyalty, or were
transient by nature (see below).

(3) Am I right that Solano and Yolo counties
share the sizable student population of
UC Davis, and this might be a big slice of
those counties' populations?  Student
registrations can be very tentative.

(4) I might guess that Alameda, Santa Cruz,
and Santa Barbara also have sizable 
student populations that skew their
percentages.
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